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Allomorphy

(1) a. bat‐e‐v‐i (I hit, past)
b. sint‐i‐v‐i (I heared)

▶ Standard explanation: context sensitive rules
▶ Nanosyntax: variation reduces to the size and shape of lexically

stored trees

▶ The adjacency condition on allomorphy follows from this setup
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Adjacency Condition on allomorphy

(2) In the sequence α ... β ... γ
morpheme α cannot influence γ across β (and vice versa)

Khakas (3.)
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ACC a‐ni
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Today

The Tamil violation is only apparent, and the facts can be modelled
using

▶ Complex‐Left‐Branch trees (Blix 2022)
▶ The subextracting algorithm (Starke 2021)
▶ Root ABA via pointers (Kasenov 2023)
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(4) a. root ‐ PL ‐case
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(5) Tamil is like Rutul, plus it has syncretism between the two
different plural markers.
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(6) Rutul (‘road’)
SG PL

NOM raPq raPq‐bir
ACC riPGiP‐Ø riPGiP‐mi‐Ø
DAT riPGiP‐s riPGiP‐mi‐s

(7) Rutul (‘nose’)
SG PL

NOM xex xex ‐bir
OBL xex‐i‐Ø xex‐i‐mi‐Ø
DAT xex‐i‐s xex‐i‐mi‐s

(8) Kibrik

xex xex‐bir

NOM.SG ← ROOT → NOM.PL
↓

OBL.SG ← OBL → OBL.PL

xex‐i‐... xex‐i xex‐i‐mi‐...
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DATP

DAT OBLP

OBL NOMP

NOM #P

# CLASSP

CLASS REFP

...

DATP

DAT OBLP

OBL NOMP

NOM PLP

PL #P

# CLASSP

CLASS REFP

...
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NOM xex‐b1r xex b1r
OBL xex‐i‐m1 xex i m1

DAT xex‐i‐m1‐l xex i m1 l

a. #P

# CLASSP

CLASS REFP

...

⇔ xex b. NOMP

NOM PLP

PL

⇔ b1r
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(10) Rutul (‘nose’)
SG PL

NOM xex xex ‐bir
ACC xex‐i‐Ø xex‐i‐mi‐Ø
DAT xex‐i‐s xex‐i‐mi‐s

(11) Tamil (1)
SG PL

NOM naan naan‐gal
ACC en‐Ø en‐gal‐Ø
DAT en‐akku en‐gal‐ukku
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▶ This is within the reach of the subextracting algorithm
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